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Dear Readers!

We offer the English issue of scientific articles compiled within the framework of
international research and educational project "Highland School of the Ukrainian
Carpathians”. For almost 10 years researchers of Vasyl Stefanyk Precarpathian National
University in cooperation with interested partners of other educational institutions, NGOs
have implemented the above project. Its research and experimental basis consists of a wide
network of educational institutions counting almost 870 only on the terrain of 30 highland
districts of the Ukrainian Carpathians, where more than 135 thousand children are
studying. Apart from Lviv, Transcarpathia and Chernivtsi regions of Ukraine, researchers
from highland regions of Poland, Slovakia, Romania and a wide network of Appalachian
university centers (USA) have been involved in the project.

Since the implementation of the project "Highland School of the Ukrainian
Carpathians”, a lot of theoretical and methodical materials concerning the development of
educational process in the Carpathians have been worked out, international scientific
conferences have been hold, All-Ukrainian professional journal concerning the issues of
pedagogy is published, the focus has been made on the professional training of would-be
teachers for work in highland area. Best pedagogical practices and work experience in rural
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Section A:

THE APPALACHIANS AND CARPATHIANS.
EDUCATION: MERGING BORDERS

SYSTEM OF CONTINUOUS AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION IN
PRECARPATHIA (LATE XIX - EARLY XX CENTURIES)

HALYNA BILAVYCH

Abstract. Ukrainian public communities have important achievements in development of the
system of continuous agricultural education in Precarpathia - Ukrainian Pedagogical Society
“Ridna Shkola”, “Prosvita”, “Silskyi Hospodar”, the Union of Ukrainians and others. In the late
XIX - early XX centuries, they held important educational work among adults, organized various
forms of training - courses, professional-complementary schools, agricultural schools, high schools,
colleges, courses, public universities etc. All this contributed to increasing of economic culture of
the Ukrainian land. Formation of economic culture of children and adults in Precarpathia had its
own characteristics, mainly associated with the economic, social, historical, climatic, cultural and
educational conditions of life and activities. The system of continuous agricultural education
included some educational institutions such as courses, vocational schools, which performed
various levels of training. Agricultural schools became an important area of lifelong education. Let
us consider, for example, the activities of two schools - one of the first established societies
“Enlightenment” in the Precarpathia - schools in Mylovanya (Tlumachchyna) and Starokosivska,
which was founded in 1942 during the German occupation. Thus, on condition of the absence of
state Ukrainian professional schools in the late XIX - early XX centuries civil societies created a
system of continuous agricultural education which was aimed at improving the economic culture
of young people and adults.

Keywords: continuous agricultural education, economic culture, agricultural schools.

Ukrainian public communities have important achievements in development of the system of
continuous agricultural education in Precarpathia - Ukrainian Pedagogical Society “Ridna Shkola”,
“Prosvita”, “Silskyi Hospodar”, the Union of Ukrainians and others. In the late XIX - early XX
centuries, they held important educational work among adults, organized various forms of training -
courses, professional-complementary schools, agricultural schools, high schools, colleges, courses,
public universities etc. All this contributed to increasing of economic culture of the Ukrainian land.

Ethnocultural development of Precarpathia in late XIX - early XX centuries was studied by
scientists: P. Arsenych, V.Hnatyuk, H.Horyn, V.Hrabovetskyy, M. Domashevskyy, I. Zelenchuk,
V. Klapchuk, I Krypyakevych, I. Kuzych-Berezovsky, P.Siredzhuk, S.Tomashivskyy, Ivan Franko,
P. Shkriblyak, V. Shuhevych, etc. Publications which analyze the formation of Ukrainian national
consciousness havean important role (P. Arsenych, H. Bilavych, H. Horyn, A. Hrytsan, M. Huyvanyuk,
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M. Dyadyuk, H. Kozholyanko, B. Savchuk, P. Siredzhuk, etc.) An important literary base of our study is
works of Ukrainian scientists in emigration, including the publication of local economic society “Silskyi
hospodar” in Lviv. 1899-1944 (New York, 1970),“History of Ukrainian cooperative movement”
I. Vytanovycha (New York, 1974),” Almanac of Stanislaviv land”. Collection of materials of the history
of Stanislaviv and Stanyslavivschyna (New York, Toronto, Munich, 1975), “Horodenschyna. Historical
memoirs collection” (New York - Toronto - Winnipeg, 1978), Encyclopedia of Ukrainian Studies.
Dictionary part.Vol. 1 -10) (Paris -New York, 1955-1984), “Kolomyia and Kolomiyschyna. Collection of
records of the recent past” (Philadelphia, 1998) and others. However, our problem is not researched
enough in the Ukrainian science.

Formation of economic culture of children and adults in Precarpathia had its own characteristics,
mainly associated with the economic, social, historical, climatic, cultural and educational conditions of
life and activities. On the one hand, the country's population suffered from land hunger, usury,
poverty, disease and other social disorders, there were no relevant educational institutions. On the
other hand, the cultural and ethnographic conditions, especially Hutsul and Pokuttya contributed to
the development of domestic fisheries, at the same time geographical, climatic, soil conditions
contributed to industrial gardening.

Experts of that period emphasized that mountain area had very poor soil, and villages were
overcrowded!. According to government statistics, the highest density in Galicia was just in
Stanislavivschyna - 103 persons accounted for 100 hectares, in Kolomiyschyna, for example, - 108.4
persons. Before World War I the problem was partially solved by labor emigration to the Americas and
Europe. According to the data, the size of farms in Stanislavivshyna was as follows: from 0 to 2 hectares
were 70.9%, from 2 to 5 ha - 22%, and from 5 to 20 - only 6.3%. In the highlands “percentage of the
poor” was even more. Thus, over 80% of households could not be effective. And in mountainous or
“poor” villages (as, for example, Akreshory or Runhury), this percentage reached by 1002

V. Dmytrenko, an agronomist of branch of “Silskyi hospodar” in Kolomyia, said that the
government is not interested in the fate of a Ukrainian peasant, village which has been abandoned by
public authority to their fate, came to the brink of poverty, the peasants were generally landless or
land-poor, had no concept of “culture of life and sustainable management” manage still avital methods.
Against this background, the activities of Ukrainian civil society are revolutionary, because they
actually took over the functions of the state in agricultural education: due to the dedicated work of
specialists such as “social agronomists”, the economical education was a system of continuous
agricultural education. Its purpose was to teach farmers sustainable housekeeping, increasing economic
culture of Ukrainians, the formation of “good hosts”, nationally conscious Ukrainian citizens of the
future, to enhance the overall culture of people, improving their way of life, economic growth of
peasants.

It is known that there was no Ukrainian public agricultural school in Galicia in the late XIX - early
XX centuries. For example, for that period such institution of Denmark accounted for 6 thousand
households, in Japan - 400, and in Galicia - 25 thousand’. So this gap was filled by Ukrainian national
societies (“Prosvita”, “Ridna Shkola”, “Silskyi hospodar”, the Union of Ukrainians and others) and the
Central Council, District Cooperative Union, “Narodna Torhivlia” and so on.

An important direction of business and economic enlightenment of Ukrainians became agitation
and advocacy. Contemporary periodicals, reports of “Prosvita” declare the spread of such events in the
second half of 1890. Only in 1910 “Silskyi hospodar” organized nine major and dozens of minor events
such as the meeting in Stari Kuty, where there were about 1,200 people.

Lecture work contributed to laying the foundations of economic knowledge and professional
training for various sectors of the economy. Important role in its development played “itinerant”
teachers of “Prosvita”, whose functions were performed by known agronomists A.King,
A. Harasymovych, C. Kuzyk, M. Tvordylo in 1896-1914. Every year their performances covered from 45
to 245 communities. Only in the years 1896-1898 there were 30 thousand listeners and the number of
such events constantly increased®. The system of continuous agricultural education included some
educational institutions such as courses, vocational schools, which performed various levels of training.
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Ukrainian Pedagogical Society “Ridna Shkola” created professional complementary schools for
children who had graduated from public schools and could not continue to study. They were free of
charge. They taught young men and women aged from 14 who worked. Students studied at night and
their training lasted for three years for 12-16 hours weekly.

Under those circumstances another effective form of agricultural education were courses lasting 3-6
months which helped obtain some qualification and knowledge that taught students intelligently and
rationally housekeeping. For example, on the territory of Hutsul there were 6 craft schools, club of
weavers, carpet makers and carvers, handicraft shops, cooperatives, including the largest - Kosiv
“Hutsul”, courses, where students were taught construction work, painting and polishing wood,
sewing gloves, male and female clothing and uniforms, slaughter cattle, producing meat products and
so on. Carpet and carpenter courses in Kosiv deserve special attention, they organized the union
“Hutsul art” (leaders were Michael Kurylenko (carpet section) and Nicholas Huleychuk (carpenter
section). This form of professional education for young people and adults contributed to the revival
and flourishing of folk arts and crafts preserving ancient traditions. Decisions of the First Congress of
teaching in Lviv in 1935, which confirmed the importance of the strategic objectives of Ukrainian
education - development of “plowman schooling” as a “necessary condition for the rise of cultural and
economic level of our village as the basis for the nation - the peasantry” contributed to the development
of continuous agricultural education. For this purpose the society “Native School” aimed to to create a
“commission for professional schooling” and positions of certain consultants, and some secondary
schools should be turned into professional secondary agricultural schools etc”.

The society “Silskyi hospodar” created Scholarship Fund named after Titus Voinarovsky for
financial assistance to young men and women who “wanted to study in agricultural schools.” In a short
time, the Fund amounted to over 10,000 7. The decision of the Congress were ceased in the book by
Eugene Khraplyvyi “Need for development of our plowmen school system,” which contributed to their
dissemination among the public.

The second direction of activity of “Silskyi hospodar” became “Khliborobsky” vyshkil molodi”.
Non - availability of state agricultural schools, in the opinion of company’s leaders, had to be
compensated by massive complex work of educating the young generation of proprietors. Thus,
following the European and American models, “Silskyi hospodar” created a network of massive
business and economic education and professional training through groups of “Khliborobsky” vyshkil
molodi”. During 1933-1938, the number of members (the “competitors”) increased from 5.3 to 13
million people, each year 28-42 courses for instructors “agriculturists” were held. At courses boys and
girls received the theoretical knowledge and practical skills in various sectors of economic activity and
there happened a formation of national conscious young man, citizen, patriot, active public figure”. One
of the forms of business education was courses for personnel training for agricultural education.
Depending on the purpose, objectives, conditions, etc. they were usually arranged at a different time
from several days to several weeks. In August 1938 the Central Council in Lviv arranged five week
long course in Vorokhta for cooperative workers where representatives from almost every cooperative
county arrived. In addition to teaching, the participants shared experience in the field of development,
cooperation and building of local agriculture. Professional classes were held before afternoon, followed
by tours arranged through surrounding areas (Dovbush Caves, Hoverla etc)®.

Association “Soyuz Ukrainok” pursued a great work among women. So, created back in 1902 the
association “Zhinochyi kruzhok”, “Domashnya zhinocha spilka hutsulskoho promyslu” in Kolomyja
maintained “school” and “maiden school” engaged in sales of goods of domestic production’. “Soyuz
Ukrainok” collaborated with the “Silskyi hospodar” and cooperative establishments in terms of
“raising the overall business culture of women”. Labor has become more intense in the early 1930s
through education. “Soyuz Ukrainok” conducted educational activities among women under the
slogan: “Let’s strengthen cooperation by massive membership”. As a result of this and other events the
amount of Ukrainian women in the cooperative movement has grown to 55 thousand, accounting for
12.9% of the total number of its members.* According to archives, the economic section at the Main
Department of the Union of Ukrainians only during the years 1936-1937 has arranged 271 course for 3.6
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thousand participants, the most popular of which were cooking courses (45%), sewing courses (30%),
cutting and sewing (14%) and others”.

Agricultural schools became an important area of lifelong education. Let us consider, for example,
the activities of two schools - one of the first established societies “Enlightenment” in the Precarpathia -
schools in Mylovanya (Tlumachchyna) and Starokosivska, which was founded in 1942 during the
German occupation.

The school of Mylovanya - the first Ukrainian professional school, which was organized in 1908 by
“Prosvita” to train the proprietors. Metropolitan Sheptytsky contributed to its creation, he provided
one-story house and 68 mortuaries of field 10800 Austria Crowns. Subsequently, in 1912 they bought
more land, pasture and forest. Total - 239 mortuaries. Here, a gardening school was organized.
According to P. Petryka, “Prosvita” created a hotbed of economic knowledge, organized a gradual
(effective) household, research fields, chemical workshops (laboratories), a model garden and weather
station. Such a school was yet found neither in the land of Ukraine nor Poland.

The school always took care of the material and technical state of the institution, rebuilt rooms,
introduced experience of such schools of Denmark. Thus, from 1911 to November 1912 the house was
rebuilt into the school and boarding school using the experience of such schools of Denmark. The cost
of reconstruction was 70,000 crowns. This caused an interest among Ukrainians of the region: if a five-
month course 1912 / '13 taught only 20 students, in 1913/14 - 34 people®. In the summer of 1914 there
were special courses for Huzuls that lasted 6 weeks. And right after that the “correct one-year science”
was started, training lasted one year since then. The events of World War I, the Russian occupation of
the land, then recovery and development of the pre-war situation of the school caused the fact that
even in 1925 they failed to restore the normal learning process. But every effort has been made to
restore education and improve quality, increase the training period: in 1922 14 persons finished the first
three-month course, 1923/24 - 15 people., 1925 / 26 five-month courses - 18, 1926/27 , the seven-month
courses - 32 people, 1927 / '28 - 36 participants; 1928/29 - 33 people®.

There was good teaching staff of the school, the teachers were qualified to work as well as
veterinarian, cooperators, etc. Students were offered different learning aids: library, weather station,
equipment for theoretical and practical training. In addition, a model gardening institution was located
on 23 morgues of field, which gave more than 20,000 trees annually. A. Fronchak was in charge of it, he
had extensive experience of work in German, French and English horticultural establishments. “Trees
were discharged from the Czech Republic.’® Important is the fact that in Mylovanya school youth
studied not only from the Precarpathia, but also from Volyn, Holm and Polissya.

Another school to be discussed is Starokosiv Agricultural School (Hutsul). It is important to admit
that during the German occupation (1942-1944 years) 200 boys and 250 girls finished this school.! It
prepared the “good proprietor”. Boys and girls were aged from 14 to 24 years from nearby villages -
Verbivtsi, Cherhanivky, Hymchyna. Danylo Serduk, a school engineer agronomist, supervised the
establishment and besides him two more teachers were employed.

Studies was carried out once a week. The program included nearly all the items on Agriculture,
girls were taught household and gardening. Educational course included theoretical (held in the winter
program divisions - boyish and girls) and practical training, which took place in summer directly in the
field, in the garden, in the garden during sowing, weeding vegetable crops, planting, grafting and tree
care, harvesting, care and breeding of livestock, poultry and so on. The peculiarity of the school was
that it focused on horticulture?.

School had the necessary material base: some houses for training boys and girls, 3 hectares of arable
land, about 7 hectares of gardens, seedbed where seedlings of fruit trees were grown together with
horses, cows, hens, rabbits. Soon Starokosiv agricultural school opened its branch in Hymchyn (12 km
from it), which was equipped with two rooms for theoretical studies, the facilities for practical training.
Each week teachers from the Old Hymchyn traveled to Kosiv to teach subjects. For a short time
Starokosiv school and its branch in Hymchyn released about 560 boys and girls. The main source of
financing was local, the school received annually from 10,000 zl. from the Union of counties in
Kolomyja?.
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Thus, on condition of the absence of state Ukrainian professional schools in the late XIX - early XX
centuries civil societies created a system of continuous agricultural education which was aimed at
improving the economic culture of young people and adults. Complementary professional-schools of
Ukrainian education society “Mother School”, agricultural schools and a variety of short- term and
long-term courses, “Silsky hospodar”, “Soyuz Ukrainok”, “Prosvita”, other companies and
organizations were of great importance. Economic education was widespread for adults. Professional
literature, agricultural magazines, etc. played an important role in this process. Plowmen training gave
local young boys and girls an opportunity to gain knowledge and spheres of agriculture, household,
brought them up as “good proprietors” nationally conscious citizens and patriots.
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READINESS OF SENIOR STUDENTS FROM THE CARPATHIAN
TERRAIN TO CHOOSE TEACHING PROFESSION: PEDAGOGICAL
AND PSYCHOLOGICAL ASPECTS

TETYANA BLYZNYUK

Abstract. The article presented at the conference is the study of the problems of upbringing and
education of senior pupils from the Carpathian mountain area. Namely the author investigates the
students’ readiness for choosing the teaching profession and willingness to work at rural mountain
schools. Despite the big number of teachers in the labor market of Ukraine, now the system of
education meets an acute issue dealing with the selection to the pedagogical specialties talented
creative young people who actually choose teaching profession by nature and strong personal will.
Today there are very few teachers whose level of commitment to perform professional duties in
Ukrainian education is really high, and this is especially true about mountain school teachers. This
phenomenon can be partially explained by the fact that teaching profession has low prestige in our
society for the recent decades (Ukrainian teachers are not well-paid, their working conditions in
rural Carpathian schools leave much to be desired). Therefore the problem of readiness of high
school students to perform professional-pedagogical duties is of particular relevance. The author
analyzes the psychological and pedagogical basis of the presented problem, defines the essence
and structure of the notion “readiness for choosing the teaching profession”. In the context of
solving this issue one of the important conditions the author considers the comprehensive
development of senior school students, particularly the development of their creative abilities.

Keywords: psychological and pedagogical foundations, senior students, teaching profession.

The current state of socio-economic development in Ukraine stresses the need for training in a
comprehensive school not only educated and intelligent personality, and above all a person who can
consciously and responsibly carry out professional duties. This is what will enable school leavers to
determine the trajectory of learning activities according to their abilities, interests and needs and will
provide not only the effectiveness of education process, but also self-realization of every student
throughout lifetime.

The purpose of the article is to analyze the psychological and pedagogical foundations of
upbringing readiness of senior students from mountainous terrain to choose teaching profession.
Today we can observe a tendency when young people leave school, enter the university and try to find
employment in the urban world, leaving native rural community without qualified professionals,
namely teachers. This issue is also a deep concern of teaching in highland regions. As in some
Carpathian villages you will not find even a primary school, and if you find some teachers” working
conditions are rather poor. That's why the existence of the problem of teaching employment in
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mountain regions is obvious. Status and level of rural mountain schools today is today determined by
the fact that it is a major factor of life, the preservation and development of the village itself.

We attempt to declare that according to these factors mountain school leavers are unwilling to
choose teaching as their future profession. Over the past decades the problem of growing personality to
perform a particular work attracted attention of many educators, psychologists, sociologists and other
researchers. This is due to the fact that student’s career choices depend on the development of
important mental formations. In revealing these aspects of the matter we relied upon the researches of
the psychology about major activities and their mechanisms (L. Vygotsky, S. Rubinstein, A. Leontiev,
V.Davydov and others) the nature of psychological readiness to human activities (P. Anokhin,
A.Luria, A.Golubev, V.Rothenberg) setting to performing action (D.Uznadze, A.Pranhishvili,
I. Bzhalava).

The concept of “readiness” or “commitment” began to appear in the scientific literature in the early
XXt century due to the need to establish an individual’s activity in different spheres of life. At that
time, psychologists (B. Thomas, F. Znanetskyi, G. Allport, D. Katz, G. Smith and others) explained this
category as a phenomenon of social and human values of resistance to external influences and internal
environment within regulation and self-regulation of human behavior.® Subsequently, the term
“readiness” or “commitment” became the leading in the activity theory and has been studied in
relation to emotional, intellectual, moral and psychological potential of the individual in future careers.
That commitment in essence scientists began to determine as a measure of self-regulation and
adaptation at various stages and levels of occurrence of mental processes that outline the behavior of
the individual in the area of physiology, psyche, and social behavior (M. Dyachenko, L. Kandybovych,
A. Linenko). Since the late XX* century psychologists began using structural component and functional
approaches to disclose the nature of “readiness”2.

In general, educational and psychological understanding of the concept of “readiness” is from the
perspective of different theoretical approaches.

Representatives of functional and psychological approach (M. Dyachenko, L.Kandybovych,
P. Anokhin) believe that “commitment” is active and effective condition of the individual which
contributes to the successful implementation of any activity.? Scientists who support active approach in
the analysis of psychological and educational phenomena and processes (M. Zyazyun and others) note
that “readiness” is an internal orientation of the individual to future activity, specific mental
phenomenon, which leads to a certain kind of performance (academic, sports, work etc)’. In the context
of the problem of determining the readiness of students to career choices I. Bolotnikova singled out
sociological, economic, natural- scientific, psychological and ergonomic aspects. According to the
researcher, the main component of the problem is psychological, that is in the relationship and
interaction with the pedagogical aspect of person’s readiness to a particular activity and is considered
as an integrated set of personal traits and properties that ensure the efficiency of this activity'.

Considering the psychological aspect of the problem of forming a personal commitment to the
profession choice N.Mosol believed that the concept of “personal commitment” is the integral
formation of the individual and is based on a consistent internal motivation to future career, formation
of professional perspectives, it involves the development of reflective skills and professionally
significant qualities and generally defines a person as a subject of future career. The researcher also
noted that the structure of personal “readiness” includes cognitive, motivational, subject-personal
components. To summarize the researcher emphasized that the content of personal commitment to
choosing an occupation is defined by the specifics of the profession®*.

In order to clarify the nature of the concept of “readiness for choosing the teaching profession” we
should reveal its structure, as it will allow us through clarification of its components to reveal the
specifics of our problem. Thus we analyzed a number of studies that presented corresponding
structure. In the process of study of psychological and educational literature, it was found that now
structure of individual readiness is defined in different ways, depending on what it is directed.
Educators have investigated the problem of forming personal readiness for various conditions of
education and training: in preparation for schooling, occupational choice, implementation of various
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aspects of professional activity and more. According to T. Gutsan and others commitment to a
particular activity (teacher, for instance) can be educated, created or developed?.

Today in the structure of readiness the researchers determine such components as cognitive (or
orientation, intellectual, cognitive), motivational, reflexive (or subjective-personal, evaluative),
emotional and volitional, operational and activity. According to this approach readiness itself is
considered as complex of integrated characteristics, knowledge and experience of the individual.

Exploring the problem of readiness of senior students from the Carpathian terrain to choose the
teaching profession in mutual activity of a comprehensive and high school, we have concluded that the
issue is a complex structural formation of interconnected, individual, psychological and personal traits,
knowledge about the teaching profession, teaching practical skills and skills that are formed according
to the society demands regarding teaching profession.

Considering the structure shown above we can speak about a specific phenomenon that
characterizes this aspect of the problem - the existence of a creative component, which involves the
development of creative teaching abilities of senior students in mountainous terrain. We consider that
such feature is the key to educational activity. It determines the pedagogical orientation of senior pupils
and their professional competence.

Thus we can conclude that an essential component of readiness of senior students from
mountainous terrain to choose the teaching profession is a communicative and creative sphere that
manifests itself in the ability to provide educational material which should be meaningful and
interesting; to establish contacts with the students. Based on the above, we determined the level of
readiness for teaching activity by analyzing the level of formation of specific knowledge and skills
which are necessary for a particular type of activity. In our research, it was professional and
communicative teaching practices carried out in the course of communication and through
communication. During training at school, in our opinion, it is impossible to provide sufficient
knowledge, to form perfect professional skills of a growing personality. The challenge is to determine
the required minimum, provide professional expertise in pre-professional training. With this
understanding of the approach we rely on N. Mosol that the content of personal commitment to the
profession choice is based on the specifics of the profession®.

In the domestic educational theory and practice, the primary means of support for young rural
people in the process of choosing a teaching profession and initiate future career is professional
orientation. However, to implement all the tasks in this direction only by its means, in our opinion, is
impossible. Therefore, we consider it appropriate to use sufficiently thorough investigation of the
problem of psycho-pedagogical support of readiness of high school students to choose the profession of
a teacher. According to researches V. Prazhnytskyi, D. Zakatnov and others this psychological and
pedagogical support is a complex of organizational and psycho-educational events, directed to study
the formation, development and adjustment of professional identity formation of a senior rural
student®. Today a number of technologies are promoted which encourage students’ readiness to choose
a teaching profession consciously: developing diagnostics, training development, out-door education
games, project method and so on.

Considering the mountain school educational activity as an important factor of social change we
must take into account the fact that the possibility of its influence on the development of rural
mountain society is significant, however, and difficulties which the school faces nowadays are great.
Finally we can conclude that the problem of students’ readiness to choose the teaching profession in a
mountain school is very complex. In the context of its solution we declare that one of the essential
conditions is students’” comprehensive development, in particular, creativity skills, formation of
independent scientific knowledge, the capacity for self-realization, self-actualization and professional
self-determination. Students’ commitment for the choice and acquisition of the teaching profession
depends on the personal influence of the teacher - the organizer of specialized education in school. He
should therefore make every effort to encourage mountain students to careful step by revealing all
facets of this profession. So the teacher has yet to act in the role of a psychologist, have empathic
understanding, congruence, communication skills, be able to find contact with students. Preservation of
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a mountain rural school means preservation of Ukrainian folk customs, cultural traditions, beautiful
Carpathian landscapes, which can be discovered by teachers with their students during practical
studies in nature. So development of mountain terrain in general will surely offer great economic
opportunities to local communities, show a path to self-determination and well-being of those who can
call the Carpathians their native place.
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TEACHERS’ TRAINING FOR SOCIAL AND EDUCATIONAL
ACTIVITY IN CONDITIONS OF MOUNTAIN AREA PRIMARY
SCHOOL

OLENA BUDNYK

Abstract. The article highlights the keynotes of professional training of elementary school teacher
to social and pedagogical activity with pupils and their parents taking into consideration specific
character of mountain landscape-climatic and ethnocultural environment.

Author focuses on engaging students of teacher training institutions in research work according
to outlined problems, the creation of individual database on cultural issues, enhance their
performance by varied forms and methods of teaching in the humanities. The author stresses the
importance of independent ethnographic activity of future teachers, in particular the study of
crafts and trades of mountainous region, the folklore and customs of the locals, collecting vintage
household items and their local historical analysis. Ideological value orientations of the inhabitants
of the mountains is a key component of spiritual values and the basic formation of the structure of
consciousness and awareness of the growing personality. Deeper knowledge of students priority
of moral, aesthetic, civic values of people from mountain terrain and features of the landscape,
climate, flora and fauna of mountain environment will help them develop their future careers,
which is to foster harmonious child in primary school environment.

Keywords: professional training, social and educational activity, ethnocultural environment, future
teachers, elementary school of a mountain area.

In the conditions of technological civilization humanistic and anthropological theories based on
spirituality, science, culture, and national priorities serve as a strategic guideline of an education
progress in Ukraine. Basing on the theory of human centrism (V. Kremen) in education they identify a
new pedagogical paradigm that is pedagogy of culture and human creation (V. Andrushchenko), for “it
is the human formed as a personality on the ground of culture, is the only center of the educational
process, around which other values are concentrated that ensures the integrity of the system and serves
as the defining principle of its development strategy”!.

Thus the actual question of formation and development of personal values of growing personality
rises taking into consideration the specific character of certain region in particular mountain landscape
climate and ethnocultural environment. In Ukrainian Carpathians mountain school there are great
opportunities to familiarize students with valuable natural resources and unique cultural traditions.
Therefore, this region is particularly characterized by a number of socio-economic (unemployment,
poverty, instability, external migration of the adult population, fertility decline) and environmental
problems (floods, deforestation etc). These problems to some extent affect the quality of the education
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in the region, so the issue of teachers’ training for social and educational activity in the conditions of
mountain school acutely rises.

In modern psychological and pedagogical science and practice the following statements are
considered to be of immediate interest: influence of social environment on the personality formation
(O.Bezpalko, H.Dementieva, A.Kapska, R.Malynoshevskyi, D.Penishkevych, R.Vainola);
substantiation of interrelation between socio-cultural space and its development (V. Buieva,
M. Ishchenko, M. Sorokin, I. Yakymanska); defining the essence of the notions of “educational
environment” (A. Afanasiev, T. Alekseyenko, N.Ishchuk, L.Kohan, L.Novikova, V.Semenov),
“personally oriented educational environment” (K. Baltremus, I. Bekh), “educational environment of
village school” (H.Inanyuk), “social and pedagogical environment” (A.Kapska, L.Mishchyk,
O. Romanovska), “socio environment”, “healthy socio-cultural environment”, “comfortable educational
environment” (H. Filipchuk, O.Karpenko, S.Sysoeva), “ethno informational environment”
(B. Afanasiev). However scientists left unattended the problem of socio-cultural environment of
mountain elementary school and professional training of teachers for social and educational activity in
terms of its design.

The objective of the article is to determine principal statements of elementary school teacher’s
professional training for social and pedagogical activity with pupils and their parents on the basis of
studying the specific character of mountain landscape-climatic and ethnocultural environment.

Development and implementation of the general concept of the professional formation of
competitive elementary school teacher in Ukraine, in particular his/her commitment to social and
educational activity with pupils and their parents in social and cultural mountain environment foresees
a gradual realization of an appropriate system in both theoretical and practical terms, according to the
demands of State standard of professional training.

Considering professional education as a sociocultural institution of a society, modern Ukrainian
researchers (A. Chernyeha, M. Vachevskyi, V. Zhyhir etc.) define its objectives as follows: transferring
the experience from one generation to another; preservation and development of national culture,
social communication and relations; development of the motivation system of every person'’.

In the mountain school they can clearly trace the influence of landscape-geographical and ethno-
cultural environment on the formation and development of personal values of growing personality
(moral, civil, aesthetic), in the context of which spirituality functions. Among them M. Boryshevskyi
differentiate the following: the feeling of patriotism, identity with the ethnic community; deep
awareness of the role of the mother tongue (language of the nation) in the life of the nation; the
responsibility for the fate of a nation; respect for the other ethnic communities; aesthetic, intellectual,
environmental, valeological, and ideological values. The scholar defines ideological value orientations
in the system of spiritual values as the basic formation in the structure of consciousness and self-
identity of a personality that define the content of the “I”-concept of a child®.

Despite the numerous discussions of scientists concerning the essence of educational priorities, the
significant fact is that traditional ideals are assumed as it a basis. An American George Gasfield proves
this conclusion in his researches. He notes that it is very urgent for the development of a certain
country to be guided by traditions. Every man as a representative of nation is extremely sensible to his
or her own origin, to those spiritual values whose carrier he or she is. At the same time he or she is an
individual, and that’'s why does not want to be generalized to the whole nation. Surely every certain
nation has individual characteristic features (positive and negative) what does not allow to think of all
the representatives of a certain nation as follows: “they all are the same”.

G. Lebon says that a thousand of Frenchmen, a thousand of Englishmen, and a thousand of Chinese
selectively taken naturally differ from one another. But because their racial heredity they are
characterized by some general peculiarities, on which base it is easy to project an ideal type of a
Frenchman, Englishman or Chinese”.

Residents of the mountainous region of Ukraine are as a rule deeply religious people and bring up
their children on the basis of religious ideology. Thus this raises the question of preparing future
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teacher to use Christian ethics, elements of religiology in the educational process of primary school in
order to understand the religious mentality, study and establish cooperation with parents and pupils.

In the modern psychology of religion they frequently go to study of religious consciousness,
feelings, beliefs, attitudes, mystical orientations, fanaticism, interconfessional dialogue, appropriate
behavior and lifestyle. Obviously in this context we can find precious knowledge of positive influence
of religion on the struggle with stress and mental disorders in children, on the stimulation of their
activity in social sphere etc. Thus, “psychology of religion cannot be developed beyond a deep
understanding of not only religious phenomenon, but also of super personal object, on which religious
experiences are focused”2.

The problem of professional self-consciousness development remains of current interest in the
professional education. Theoretical training of future teachers should be aimed not only at the
retranslation of educational and cognitive information, but above all at the development of their
capacity for reflection and self-awareness. In spite of the deep understanding by pedagogical
universities” teachers of the need to approach the theoretical training to school practice, at
contemporary Ukrainian higher education institutions Gnostic approach still dominates, whereby
pupils are attracted mainly to the study of a number of subjects, ignoring the content of practice-
oriented content of professional education. Hence, in the professional teaching practice, in particular
social and pedagogical, teacher meets a large number of typical situations where he/she needs to act
decisively, flexibly, unconventionally, and variably. It is no coincidence that in professional training of
future teachers modern scholars suggest so-called “methodological and activity approach where the
main role belongs to the reflexive-mental culture as a form of professional consciousness organization”;
professional consciousness is regarded as activity-organized®. Obviously, it is time to focus on the
formation of students activity in the application of educational and practical technology of the
educational process, particularly at schools of mountain region, which require professional skills and
abilities to create an atmosphere of comfort, kindness in social and educational activity of primary
school; to observe, to listen to and to diagnose pupils, to analyse the shortcomings of his/her
professional activity; search for educational, social and pedagogical information to provide
knowledgeable assistance to pupils; creative skills of educational activities realization, the use of social
and pedagogical innovations in the work with pupils and their parents; to form the educational
environment of the mountain school based on cognitive-developmental possibilities of the region.

Discrediting in the conditions of globalization of value system and attitudes of young people is an
attempt to defeat the sense of national culture, philosophy and history existence, as in fact, “previously
cultural transformation underwent continuous spiritual and cultural adaptation, sometimes even not
by one generation”®. Basing on the current understanding of the meaning and values in the context of
spiritual and cultural life, V. Kremen focuses on the topicality of human centralism philosophy, aimed
primarily at ensuring the continuity of cultural and historical traditions, the preservation of national
identity and values in the process of education®.

Therefore training of future teachers for effective professional activity in the school of mountain
region is considered to be an important aspect in the educational work of pedagogical university in
order to preserve the authentic traditional customs, in particular, to achieve active modelling of
appropriate social and psychological conditions including cultural heritage, social and natural features
of the area, creating mechanisms for self-realization and self-affirmation, exercising one’s personality?®.

Key place in the process of social and pedagogical training of future teachers belongs to individual
search and ethnographic activities: to examine the peculiarities of folk crafts of the region, to write
down legends and beliefs about work connected with economic activities of local residents, to identify
its place in the content of school education; to amass a collection of old household items (dishes, rare
tools, household utensils, decorative items) and to carry out historical analysis of the items, to examine
the little-known traditions of a particular ethnic group, to determine their functions in the social
education of contemporary children; to systematize humorous folk activity (songs, poems, jokes,
sayings) and to analyze their educational opportunities and so on*.
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Despite the politic and economic instability, rich educational experience of personality’s study and
upbringing is accumulated in Ukraine, theoretic-methodical achievements can be the object of study for
national educational systems of other countries. Remarkable for the European Education is educational
heritage of such Ukrainian educators as O. Dukhnovych, K. Ushynskyi, S.Rusovoi, G. Vaschenka,
A. Makarenka, V. Sukhomlynskogo and others. Experience of national upbringing of children and
youth deserves attention in the context of cultural-educational integration of Ukraine into the European
community.

The study of the leading ideas of foreign pedagogy will greatly enrich the Ukrainian educational
science. For example, experience of study and education of the European countries which succeeded
greatly in creation of a free lawful state and formation of a creative intelligent personality, is useful in
terms of reformation of the education system, its content, forms and methods of education in
educational establishments of Ukraine.

“With all the difference of educational systems, created by the European peoples, — says
G. Vaschenko, — they have much in common. In their development one can notice the common way,
planning in certain periods of different pedagogical trends, substitution of some trends by others.
Common development was even greater because European countries were not isolated one from the
other and achievements of one nation in cultural sphere soon became achievements of others. Thus, for
example, educational systems of such geniuses as J. A. Komenskyi, Russo, Pestalotsi soon became
popular among the followers of all the European countries®. That is why pedagogical ideas of countries
of Europe mostly overlap as they are oriented on common to all mankind values, Christian moral. In
his works the professor G. Vaschenko explains different views concerning the nature and the essence of
the national and common to all mankind in person’s consciousness and behaviour. He states that
people of different races and nations differ from one another by physical and psychic features but they
have much more in common. “A man is a man first of all and only later a Frenchman, a Ukrainian, a
worker, a villager, a scientist”>. The same the author says about moral: “The content and the form of a
person’s behaviour depends upon the outlook, level of cultural development, duties etc. That is why
the moral of some nations and even different strata of society has its own characteristic features. But
there is also the moral common to all mankind as there exist common norms of logical thinking, which
make it possible for people of different races, levels and cultural development at least in general
understand each other””.

In modern pedagogical science and practice project training activities become very popular. The
Ukrainian pedagogical institutes and universities entrenched experience of involving students to
creating projects “My lineage,” “My Town”, “Traditions of my family,” followed by their presentation.
Study of technology of usage projects in education we find extremely positive in terms of pedagogical
innovations in ethnic education of future teachers. That means forms of the educational activities of
student and teacher who are able to use information and communication means of study. Work at this
project provides individual or group collaboration within a specified period. The main feature of the
electronic project is its interdisciplinary idea. That is opportunities to improve pupils’ knowledge of
various branches of scientific knowledge - language, history, art, culture and more. We believe that the
participation of students from different countries in e-learning projects will serve not only enrichment
of their knowledge of foreign history and art of different peoples, but will also help improve the foreign
language culture, promote the formation of inter-ethnic tolerance and socialization in a multicultural
environment.

Today some European educational projects have been successfully implemented. The information
space created a large number of projects involving students and teachers around the world to exchange
information, develop communicative culture, establishing social contacts, development of multicultural
thinking, a sense of relevance of opinion in the globalized world that serve as prerequisites for their
development as because of their detachment and reluctance to contact they may communicate through
the Internet much easier.

Project activity is widespread in schools of the USA and Canada where almost in every subject
pupils get tasks of an applied character that provide for independent group and search activity
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including through the Internet. The pupils are involved in many electronic projects which are
implemented by computers. The given projects are aimed at intellectual development of the pupils,
formation of their creative thinking, ability to establish contacts with representatives of other countries
and nations with assistance of educational bodies and world international organizations.

The effectiveness of participation in electronic projects depends on the fact that children have the
possibility to realize themselves on all stages of a project not only when sitting in front of a computer
but also when interviewing people from their district, representatives of authority structures as well as
in the process of presentation of results of work in school environment and exchange of thoughts
between separate schools of their city, town (district), district, country.

In the information space it is created many projects that involve pupils and teachers of different
countries of the world for information exchange, development of communicative culture, establishment
of social contacts, development of polycultural thinking, feeling of significance of one’s thought in the
global world that are the pre-conditions of their development. Because of their withdrawal into
themselves and reluctance to get in touch with people they can easily communicate in the virtual space.
This helps develop communicative and presentation skills of pupils, the ability to establish social
contacts, critically evaluate negative tendencies in society, treat representatives of other social spheres
and cultures with respect. Different forms of work are used at this — correspondence with persons of
the same age from different countries, involving children in active participation in large-scale actions of
ecologically-economic type, volunteer work, cooperation with parents, community. This experience is
spread also in the best educational institutions of Ukraine, but first of all in cities.

In mountain schools of the Ukrainian Carpathians there is a problem of the use by a teacher of
information and computing technologies in pupils’ education, first of all because of material and
technical difficulties, sometimes in remote districts there is no Internet. Though, future teacher should
be ready to use modern computer technologies in professional activity and when possible under such
conditions to use multimedia, educational films to stimulate cognition activity of pupils. Important is
the issue of informatization of professional education through creation of computer-oriented
information and computing environment that serves as a means of formation of creative personality of
a future teacher who is able on the grounds of a system of knowledge to successfully use information
resources in social and pedagogic activity of a mountain school that every year undergoes qualitative
changes.

Characteristic features of the development of mountain school are peculiarities of this region: the
colourful nature of the area contributes to the accumulation of the huge experience of communicating
between person and nature, and as a result centuries traditions of careful husbandry, spirituality and
respect for the world around are formed. Traditional folk crafts and works, progressive religious ritual
traditions, which certainly serve as an effective factor in the harmonious development of the growing
personality, are enough preserved in the mountain area. Thus, nowadays aggression and manipulation
by children’s consciousness through the media dominate in the educational environment. We consider
preparing of future teachers for social and educational activities in the school of mountain region to be
of great importance because of its peculiarities and performance features.

The important task of preparation of future teachers of elementary grades to social and educational
activity in mountain conditions we determine to be the formation in an educational institution of
positive social and educational environment, the principle functions of which are: diagnostic-and-
forecasting function, fulfillment of social defence of a student, assistance in social adaptation, provision
of social guarantees of professional training of a future pedagogue as an individual and a professional,
development of priority personal values of a future teacher personality and provision of interaction
with the community.

In modeling of socially-educational environment the most important we consider to be the
following: maximum consideration of natural skills of a student personality, his/her ethnopsychological
and individual peculiarities, cognitive interests; aiming at study of one’s own historical experience for
development of high civil culture; focusing on the principles of democracy in the organization of
educational activity on a national land; combination of family and regional national traditions, customs
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and rites for filling of the life space with elements of spirituality; formation of readiness of future
teachers to professional activity in mountain environment, abilities to solve and avert ethnic conflicts;
provision of conditions for mutual enrichment of socially-cultural education experience by advanced
pedagogic ideas of the world community.

To our mind, the questions of the use of mountain region peculiarities in terms of valeological,

environmental, spiritual, moral, aesthetic, social education of children and young people and preparing
of the future teachers for professional solution of these problems within the framework of
trandisciplinary approach are potential for future researches.

9]
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MOUNTAIN SCHOOL OF THE UKRAINIAN CARPATHIANS:
PROBLEMS AND PROSPECTS OF DEVELOPMENT

INNA CHERVINSKA

Abstract. The article describes the features of mountain schools in the Carpathian region. The
author reveals their educational, methodical financial, legal and personnel provision of. The
attention is focused the specificity organization of educational process and the influence socio-
cultural environment on personality development.

The researcher analyzes the existing problems in the of mountain schools, points to perspective
ways of their successful development.

Keywords: mountain school, Carpathian region, teacher, socio-cultural environment, personal
development.
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School in the village has become “breeding ground for education”
school of morality, the cultural center of life, and thus a source of light future of the nation.
O. Dukhnovych

The decision of the UN General Assembly on December 11 is celebrated as the Day of the
mountains. And such attention to the mountains is not accidental, because the mountains is a place of
great biodiversity, significant reserves of water, minerals, timber and agricultural raw materials, labor.
Mountain ecosystems have a significant impact on the lives of nearly half the world’s population and
10% of our planet resides directly on mountain areas. In the mountains, as elsewhere, there are
important problems associated with life activity of people, particularly to fight unemployment and
poverty, improving education and culture, health and hygiene, tourism, exploitation of natural
resources etc.

Activity of mountain schools by the new socio-economic and socio-political environment in which
educational institutions are expanding their teaching, financial, legal authority and gradually become
more independent. These processes significantly affect the functioning of the education system, but it is
particularly acute effect on the activity of educational institutions in the mountains of Ukraine.

Mountains occupy 5 % of the Ukrainian territory. The largest mountain ranges occur in Ukrainian
or Eastern Carpathians, which is a part of the Carpathian system. They cover the whole territory of
Transcarpathia, 37.5 % — Ivano-Frankivsk, 18.6 % — 15.8% of Lviv and Chernivtsi regions. This is the
area where most fully is preserved natural environment, which is the least developed by human
activity.
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The process of globalization is an objective and irreversible phenomenon. Therefore, ethno-cultural
and recreational diversity of the Carpathian region is now one of the most important conditions for
sustainable development of the original parts of Europe. Mountains create specific conditions for
settlement and habitation. Over a long period of history specific ethnographic and psychological types—
Ukrainian highlanders appeared for whom the mountain lifestyle is the highest social value. They are
characterized by “two levels of ethnic identity: level of ethnographic group (awareness of their
separateness) and Ukrainian level (awareness of its involvement in the Ukrainian community in
general)”® p-203,

Under the influence of complex natural, historical, economic, demographic and social factors in the
mountainous area was formed a special type of mountain settlement. The category assigned mountain
villages, located at an altitude above 400 meters above sea level in the harsh climatic conditions. The
mountains provide almost a tenth part of humanity with vital products. For a long time the role of
mountain regions in many countries is not recognized. The Carpathian Mountains, located in the heart
of Europe, is well illustrated by the problems outlined.

The dominant secular culture, according to researcher of the Carpathian area M. Lavruk, freeing
human society from religious traditions, at the same time led to a profound spiritual crisis.
Environmental crisis sharpened through manufacturing activity too. In big cities, people find
themselves outside the community life, losing favorable psychological comfort for existence. Alienation
from nature and from people, which brought urbanized era gave rise to many social and cultural
issues. “Actively seeking integration with the developed countries and not yet completely losing
connection with the traditional culture Ukrainians have a chance to contribute to the balance of
rationality and spirituality, pragmatism and romanticism””.

Today much attention is paid to the contradiction between human society and the environment of
its existence. Therefore it is necessary to analyze the interpretation of the term “human society”, which
is seen as a community of people linked by material (including production) and the spiritual
relationship of anthropogenic and cultural factors that directly or indirectly affect the lives and
economic activities of society. It consists of a geographical and socio-cultural environment. First — this is
the material environment composed of natural and man-made objects in which society exists, satisfying
its needs and transforming it. Second - this is created by mankind spiritual world, covering national,
social, economic, political and other relations and produced by mankind spiritual and cultural values
that affect people, shape their outlook, causing the behavior of their relations with nature.

Particularly relevant is the problem for the inhabitants of mountain regions. Indeed, in the process
of communicating with nature, mountaineers try to set partnerships that are improving for centuries in
the process of understanding their environment, through errors, paving the way for the formation of
stereotypes of human behavior in the mountain environment and the regulation of “man -
environment” in the process of management. “Man of Mountain” has been attempting to explain
natural phenomena for a long time, synchronization of their life with the seasonal rhythm of nature and
more®.

Socio-economic changes which take place in Ukraine over the past decade have significantly
exacerbated the educational problems of the inhabitants of mountain areas, caused significant changes
in the educational institutions that operate in the area. “The complex of measures of education
modernization in Ukraine much attention is given to solving problems of secondary schools in rural
areas, which is always an important part of the education system and is designed to promote the
preservation and development of national traditions, moral values, the growth of potential of a unique
national culture”®. In this area the priority of reforming secondary education was stated in the National
Doctrine of Education of Ukraine, where the development of rural school is defined as an essential
condition for social and cultural development of rural areas and preserving the traditions of the
Ukrainian people. Rural school performs complex educational and pedagogical objectives which are
identified by major law of Ukraine — the Constitution and the laws of Ukraine “On Education”, by the
statement of the Cabinet of Ministers “On the development of rural secondary school” and other legal
documents and regulations.
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Status and level of rural schools today is determined by the fact that it is a major factor of life, the
preservation and development of the village. After all, if there is a school in the mountain village — the
village will exist. Therefore, in every mountain village there must be at least primary school. Where
there is no school, it should be built. The life of every inhabitant of mountain village and his family is
connected with the school and the teachers who work in it. To determine the status of a mountain
school at the national level is a very important task. Non-standard working conditions, the uniqueness
of the structure and modes of learning, certain distance of schools teaching staff in the highlands from
the latest achievements of psychological and pedagogical sciences produce an ambiguous impact on the
teacher.

Works of famous scientists and teachers were dedicated to the issue of analysis of rural schools,
which are an integral part of the educational process, among them were V.Sukhomlynskyi,
H. Vashchenko, I.Bekh, I.Zyazyun, V.Kuzya, V.Madzihon, P.Okhrimchuk, O. Savchenko,
V. Hrushch and others. The main objective of education is to create in the most remote mountain
village real opportunities for each child to get knowledge.

The solution of the problem absorbs a number of other issues related to local governments, the state
of the economy and medicine, the development of agriculture sector etc. Thus, the Board of the
Ministry of Science and Education of Ukraine mentioned basic quantitative parameters that
characterize the village school. Approximately 90 % of settlements in Ukraine are rural. According to
available data, in rural schools study 14916 students. In general, the rural school has 2 million 225
thousand students, or 32 percent of all student contingent. According to statistics, there are many
localities where in recent years, not a single child was born !''. Therefore, the main tasks of the teaching
staff of schools in mountainous region to preserve the contingent of students are: the creation of a
favorable microclimate for study and recreation of students increasing responsibility for the quality of
each educator teaching the subject. Only a comprehensive analysis of the economic, social, ethnic,
demographic, geographic factors will help determine the specificity of mountain schools to implement
the educational needs of the population.

School in the mountains — is not only educational, economic, geographic, or social concept. Almost
always its main function was to create a person who is working in a mountain village in sphere of
agriculture. However, in the present context this function is not implemented. Acute problem arises
how to reconcile the interests of society that is slowly being rebuilt, with the interests of the young
person who sees a disorder of rural life since childhood, and unlike previous generations, wants to
meet the needs of its development. Considering the mountain school educational activity as an
important factor of social change we must take into account the fact that the possibility of its influence
on the development of rural society is significant, however, and difficulties which the school faces are
great.

The problems of rural schools in mountainous region, their teaching, finance, legal and human
resources are particularly urgent to educators of Precarpathia and should be the focus of local
community because out of 768 different types of schools 603 are located in rural areas, including 270 —
in remote mountain areas, rural educational institutions represent 78.5 % of all schools®.

Ivano-Frankivsk is a special education center, where successfully co-exist and operate traditional
and author schools, well-known and lesser-known, large and numerically small, educational school-
complexes and systems of family schools. Regional development program “Education for 2002-2015” is
actively enforced in the city which provides system of measures for the development of education in
rural areas, which are mostly in mountainous areas®. Today’s rural school in the highlands for various
subjective and objective reasons, does not pay sufficient attention to training students in agricultural
production. Modern business in rural areas requires much larger organizational skills, ability to
adequately assess the situation, take the only right decision to introduce new, advanced methods of
management that would facilitate the intensification of agriculture, and in the longer term improve the
standard of living of people.

Geographical location, environment, natural conditions are recognized as fundamental in shaping
the mentality of the inhabitants of the mountains. According to A. Tolstoukhov’s statement: “That
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natural conditions are determined as the main factor that affect the formation not only man’s
psychophysical features but also develop relationships both within society and beyond”!2. The reason is
that the “the child’s outlook is based on the observation and analysis of everyday situations, adults’
chat among themselves, evaluative attitude towards the world, education, occupation and self-
assessments under the influence of parents and teachers”®. Detachment of the individual from the
environment generates a lot of problems. Therefore, active role of the social sciences, including
pedagogy, psychology, aimed at overcoming the crises of individuals” life and society, which may be
preceded by social and individual crises and disasters.

Education in the country is designed to prepare rural children to gain the knowledge and skills
needed in higher education. Successful resident of mountainous terrain because of the nature of his
work, social and natural environment should be fully educated, basic competencies, necessary
knowledge to be able to find information in a limited space, maybe even more, faster and better than a
resident of the city. Social and economic changes which take place in agriculture, causing the
appearance of a number of issues that significantly affect the status and development of rural
education!. An attempt to solve the outlined problem did Vasyl Stefanyk Precarpathian National
University (Ivano-Frankivsk, Ukraine).

The administration signed an agreement with the Departments of Education of local districts that
are designated as mountainous areas of training teachers. As a result a distance school “young
teachers” was founded which organized training courses for mountain school leavers, which greatly
improved the preparation of students for admission to study in higher educational establishments,
gradually increased a number of students®.

We can make a conclusion that the main priority of modern education system is the availability of
quality education for all children, regardless of their place of residence: a large town or village in the
mountains. However, analysis of the experience of schools demonstrated a significant backlog of rural
schools from the city to resolve the major problems of education and students training. Complicated
process of preparing professionals who are capable to work in a rural school of mountain region
requires much attention too. We share the view of the famous scientist, explorer problems of rural
schools O. Savchenko that “the search for new models of modern rural school must hold a deep
comparative study of these schools to determine their invariant features and characteristics, due to the
author’s teaching systems, the influence of contemporary conditions for their realization”°.

Scientists of the Precarpathian National University in Ivano-Frankivsk together with mountain
school teachers continue to work on finding a optional model of the educational process while learning
and practicing experience shown by the best educational institutions operating in the highlands of the
USA, Poland, Slovakia, Hungary, Canada, and other countries; test and implement educational
innovation in practice at school in order to improve the provision of educational services to residents of
the mountainous region.
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TYPES OF OPEN-AIR MUSEUM (SKANSEN) IN UKRAINIAN
CARPATHIANS

ANDRII CHERVINSKYI

Abstract. The problems of preservation of wooden architecture of Ukraine are discussed. The
museums under opened air are organized for better preservation of the wooden architecture. The
Ukrainian Museums under opened air are described and their use for tourism purposes is
analyzed.

Keywords: skansen, open-air museum, historical and cultural heritage memorial, art.

Museum - an institution that cares for a collection of artifacts and other objects of scientific, artistic,
cultural, or historical importance and makes them available for public viewing through exhibits that
may be permanent or temporary.

Kinds of Museums in Ukraine:

— historical;

— ethnographic;
— archaeological;
— local history;

— natural;

— literary;

— memorial;

— art;

technical;
— industry and others.

Most of the exhibits of ethnographic museums in Ukraine are presented successfully in the open-air
museums.

An open-air museum is a distinct type of museum exhibiting its collections out-of-doors. The first
open-air museums were established in Scandinavia towards the end of the nineteenth century, and the
concept soon spread throughout Europe and North America. Open-air museums are variously known
as skansen, museums of buildings and folk museums. A comprehensive history of the open-air
museum as idea and institution can be found in Swedish museologist Sten Rentzhog's 2007 book Open
Air Museums: The History and Future of a Visionary Idea>

Since that time many open-air museums have been created all over the world. The main aim of
these museums is to document earlier forms of life, ways of living, and cultural habits, and folk
customs.
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Compared to other post-Soviet countries and even its Western neighbours, Ukraine has quite a few
open air folk museums. Most of them are located in Western Ukraine (Carpathian region), and just two
are to the East of the Dnipro River. Carpathian region includes: Transcarpathian region, Chernivtsy
region, Lviv region, Ivano-Frankivsk region. These regions have a very long, interesting history. That is
why, the open-air museums have a large number of ancient artifacts in Carpathian region.

Understandably, museum specialists have paid particular attention to the Carpathians with their
living authenticity. Three other open air museums focus on the life of the highlanders.

An exception is the Chernivtsi Museum of Folk Architecture and Life and Lviv Museum of Folk
Architecture and Rural Life, which generally focuses on the lifestyle of people living in the lowlands of
Bukovyna and Lviv region. These museums have rich tradition of carnivals, particularly the Epiphany,
for which participants come from a number of villages in the region. The lifestyle of the Hutsuls and
their neighbours, the Boikos, from either side of the Carpathians, is represented in two open-air
museums: one in the village of Krylos near Halych and the other in Uzhhorod. Both are quite compact,
but the latter is perhaps the most photogenic, since it is located in a picturesque area under the walls of
an ancient castlel.

Open-air museum in Chernivtsy region.

The museum-reserve in Chernivtsy, situated on the slopes of a picturesque ravine has 30 houses,
two windmills, a tavern, two smitheries and wonderful churches. These wooden churches — are
“visiting cards”, with the help of which you can easily study geography and history of Ukraine. The
tiny St. Nicholas’s Church is built from smereka. This church is of a “hut-type”, typical for Bukovina
under the sway of Ottoman (16-th — 19-th centuries). At that time it was prohibited for the Christians to
construct high churches. That’s why among the village huts another one was built, which in the
outward appearance did not anyhow differ from the others and only a cross on the roof marked it out
from the ordinary dwelling constructions. Inside the church there is an impressive collection of native
sacral art — icons of the “Bukovyna primitive art”. Behind the church there is a construction with a
strange name “primaria” - a village board with gendarmerie. At Christmas and Ivana Kupala
(Midsummer Day) the owners of the museums and tourists have fun here, making the deserted streets
of the village-museum lively, but only for several days.

Lviv Museum of Folk Architecture and Rural Life.

The old-timer among Ukrainian